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New Jersey Manufacturing Sector Highlights

• 2023 Manufacturing: 10,000 establishments employed over 252,000 workers

• Gross Domestic Product: $52.6 billion (8.8% of total output) 

• Average Annual Wage: $96,500 (19.3% above state average)

• Total Wages Paid: $24.3 billion: (8.2% of all wages paid)
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Industry Activities



Industry 
Analysis and 

Economic 
Overview



NJ’s manufacturing industry contributed more than $52.6 billion 
to the Gross State Product in 2023 (8.8% of state GDP)
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Source:  United States Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2019-2023
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
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Ranked third highest GDP among regional states, totaling $52.6 
billion 

7

$5.3

$22.2

$34.5
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Manufacturing GDP ($billions)

Source:  United States Bureau of Economic Analysis, Chained 2017 Dollars
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
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Chemical manufacturing employment:  ranked third highest 
state (49,300 workers)
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Employment losses have stabilized over the past several years 
at the state and national level
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Source:  Current Employment Statistics, 2022 Annual Averages
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development



Manufacturing Segments:  fastest growing from 2016-2023
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Source:  Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, 2023 Annual Averages
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
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Manufacturing Segments:  most decline from 2016-2023
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Source:  Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, 2023 Annual Averages
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
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Top four segments account for more than half of all 
manufacturing in New Jersey

Chemical 
19.5%

Food 
15.6%

Computer & 
electronic 
product 
10.4%

Fabricated 
metal 

product 
8.5%

All 17 other 
subsectors

46.1%

252,000 Total 
Employment

Source:  Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, 2023 Annual Averages
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development



New Jersey employs a large percentage of total national 
workers in these industries
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Surface active agent

Shaped glass

Pharmaceutical preparation

Toiletry preparation
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New Jersey Employment as a Percentage of the Nation

Source:  Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, 2022 Annual Averages
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development



Manufacturing employment concentration by county
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Source:  Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, 2023 Annual Averages
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development



Occupational 
Analysis
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Employment by Occupational Groups

Production 
43.0%

Transportation and 
material moving 
10.9%

Office and 
administrative support 
9.1%

Management 
6.9%

Other
30.1%

Source:  Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics Survey, 2023
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
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6,720

6,900

9,160

9,670

Packaging and filling machine operators and tenders

Inspectors, testers, sorters, samplers, and weighers

Laborers of freight and stock

Supervisors of production and operating workers

Miscellaneous assemblers and fabricators 11,230

Top Occupations in Manufacturing

Source:  Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics Survey, 2023
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
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4,610

4,910

5,290

5,360

6,330

General and operations managers

Industrial machinery mechanics

Sales representatives, wholesale and manufacturing

Electrical, electronic & electro-mechanical assemblers

Packers and packagers, hand

Top Occupations in Manufacturing (continued)

Source:  Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics Survey, 2023
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development



Demographic 
Profile
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Workforce has aged over the past few decades; one in three 
workers is 55 years and older 
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Source:  Quarterly Workforce Indicators
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
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Males outnumber females 2:1

67.7%

52.9%

32.3%

47.1%

Manufacturing All Industries

Male

Female

Source:  American Community Survey, 2022 Public Use Microdata Sample, 1-year estimates
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
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One-third of workers are Hispanic

69.0%

78.4%

31.0%

21.6%

Manufacturing All Industries

Non-Hispanic

Hispanic

Source:  American Community Survey, 2022 Public Use Microdata Sample, 1-year estimates
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
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51.7%

8.6%

8.4%

31.4%

Manufacturing

White

Black

Asian

Other

54.1%

12.6%

10.6%

22.7%

All Industries

One-third of the workforce identifies as another race 
besides White, Black, or Asian

Source:  American Community Survey, 2022 Public Use Microdata Sample, 1-year estimates
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
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New Jersey Department of Labor & Workforce Development

Prepared by New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development, Bureau of Labor Market Information

This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The 
product was created by the recipient and does not necessarily reflect the 
official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor 
makes no guarantees, warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or 
implied, with respect to such information, including any information on 
linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information 
or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued 
availability, or ownership. This product is copyrighted by the institution 
that created it. Internal use by an organization and/or personal use by an 
individual for non-commercial purposes is permissible. All other uses 
require the prior authorization of the copyright owner.
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New Jersey Department of Labor & Workforce Development

❖https://www.nj.gov/labor/
PO Box 057

Trenton, NJ 08625-0057

 Office of Research and Information

❖https://www.nj.gov/labor/labormarketinformation/

John Ehret – Labor Market Analyst

John.Ehret@dol.nj.gov

609-376-4973

Contact Information

Use this QR 
Code to be 
added to our 
labor market 
information 
distribution list

https://www.nj.gov/labor/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/labormarketinformation/
mailto:John.Ehret@dol.nj.gov
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